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Dana Point, California - DANA POINT HARBOR CELEBRATES THE 41st ANNUAL FESTIVAL OF WHALES-OCEAN AWARENESS DAY
Join us for OCEAN AWARENESS DAY on Sunday March 4th, 2012, from 11am-4pm at Baby Beach in Dana Point Harbor. The vision for Ocean Awareness Day is to bring the many different and diverse City, County, State, public and non-profit groups together in a beautiful location to reach out to the community to educate and make aware the many different issues our oceans and its environment face and what they are doing to protect it.  The groups make their booths interactive so it is a fun environment to learn in.  It is a unique event and some of the attendees are Pacific Marine Mammal Center, Back to Natives, Ocean Institute, Doheny Interpretive Center, City of Dana Point & County of Orange, South Coast Water District, SDG&E, So. Cal. Edison, SOCWA, Earth Ocean Society, Sea Shepherd Society, US Coastguard Auxiliary, Environmental Nature Center, Municipal Water District OC, Ocean Academy and many others.  This year we are very excited to have the “Big Mamma Earth Learning Experience” joining the event.  Big Mama Earth and the Eco Kids put on a fun production teaching kids and their parents about recycling, reducing and reusing programs.  Musical entertainment will be provided by Orange County’s own surf band “The Mai Tais”.  Along with Ocean Awareness Day, there will be a Whale of a BBQ, The Diamond Dig, Rubber Ducky Race and a Sand sculpting Contest by Archisand.  So, come on down and make a day of it in beautiful Dana Point Harbor.

What does one year’s worth of plastic bags look like?  Well come on down to the FESTIVAL Of WHALES kick off event, The Magical Migration Parade and check it out! The Bag Monster( will be at the parade and subsequent Ocean Awareness Day event to give you a visual as to what one person’s use of plastic bags over the course of a year looks like.    The Bag Monster( was the brainchild of ChicoBag( inventor, Andy Keller, who had been using a huge ball of 500 plastic bags to show people at farmer’s market how many plastic bags an average American uses yearly – and one day he decided to wear it.  The Bag Monster( is used as an outreach tool to help educate the community about the reusable bag movement.  The City of Dana Point has initiated a new program that asks Dana Point residents and businesses to take a pro-active approach towards reducing litter, protecting water quality and the environment.  The program encourages the business community to use alternative packaging products and voluntarily decrease the use of plastic bags and Styrofoam.  The Bag Monster( is a great visual aid to promote the use of reusable bags and help decrease the negative environment impact that plastic bags have.  The Bag Monster( will also be participating in the 11th Annual Ocean Awareness Day on Sunday, March 4, 2012, from 11am-4pm.
The event is located at Baby Beach at the OC Sailing & Events Center, 34451 Ensenada Place, Dana Point, CA.  The event and parking is FREE.
There are lots of additional events and activities going on as part of the Festival of Whales, for more information go to www.festivalofwhales.com or call (888) 440-4309 or (949) 496-1045.
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MEDIA CONTACT:


PENNY ELIA (949) 499-4499


trademarkmg@cox.net


OAD Event Contact


Kim Tilly (949) 357-3800 info@danapointharbor.com


www.festivalofwhales.com
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